
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

110 W. Madison Street • Court Room • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
December 15, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (Vice-
Chair), and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of November 17, 2025, Meeting (Pages 3-5) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Presentation by Natalia Borowska Regarding America 250

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of Consultation Regarding 16929 Ridge Road (Pages 6-7)

2. Update on the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway Temperance Hall (Page 8)

3. Discussion of Future Historic Preservation Group Meetings
a. February 18, 2026, at Historic Courthouse, Yorkville
b. Discussion of Speakers/Topics
c. Review of Invitee List (Pages 9-11)
d. Other Meeting Logistics

4. Update on Historic Structure Survey

5. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County;
Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times
a. Plattville Lutheran Church on January 21, 2026
b. Church of the Good Shephard, Oswego on March 16, 2026

6. Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards (Pages 12-17)

7. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County

8. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road

9. Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of
Certain Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the
Kendall County Code and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit
Applications and/or Approve a Form to Give to Impacted Property Owners

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. November 26, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Supporting the Edith

Farmsworth House (Pages 18-20) 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting January 21, 2026, at Plattville Lutheran Church 
 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Historic Court House 
110 W. Madison Street 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
5:30 p.m. 

November 17, 2025-Unofficial Until Approved 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki, Kristine Heiman, Elizabeth Flowers, and Jeff Wehrli  
Absent: Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Director, and Wanda Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda.   With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the October 20, 
2025, meeting with a correction changing the time that the meeting adjourned.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli stated that Plattville was being proactive with their comprehensive land plan.  Chairman 
Wehrli noted that he attended a meeting at Chapel on the Green in which a historical marker was placed in front 
of the church for its role in the Underground Railroad.    

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Participation in Consultation Regarding 16929 Ridge Road; Commission Could Approve a Proposal Related 
to an Agreement Document  
Mr. Asselmeier stated that this property was purchased for a Data Center.  The structure has been slated for 
demolition.  Ken Itle, Associate Principal, with Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates Inc, sent an email to Mr. 
Asselmeier stating that he feels the mitigation is reasonable.  Mr. Itle went to the property and conducted a 
structure survey.  The proposed mitigation includes intensive documentation and archival research of the 
property.   There will be high resolution photographs taken of the interior and exterior of the house and barns.  
One (1) suggestion from the State was for the developer to perform a structure survey of a township.  This may 
interfere with the with the existing structure survey of Seward Township and the developer may not want to add 
another township due to the cost.  This property will be annexed into Minooka. 
 
Member Bernacki made a recommendation that the developer might be able to reimburse a portion of the funds 
to the County for conducting a structure survey in Seward Township.  Mr. Asselmeier will look into the 
available options, including having the developer fund a structure survey in another township. 
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Chairman Wehrli expressed the house was in good condition and people lived there.     
 
Member Bernacki asked if there was any preliminary research that this is a livable residence.  Mr. Asselmeier 
said he has not seen a report from Ken Itle or Burns McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the barn will be saved and everything else will be demolished. 
 
Chairman Wehrli asked what options were available.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that he will contact the State for 
clarification. 
 
Discussion of Plattville Comprehensive Plan Update  
Chairman Wehrli stated that HR Green Group is working on Plattville’s comprehensive land plan.  It appears 
they intend keep the community the same.  Mr. Asselmeier mentioned a goal in the proposed plan was to create 
Historic Preservation Ordinance for Plattville.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that Plattville could be included in the 
structure survey for Lisbon Township, if Plattville wanted to enter into an intergovernmental agreement.  
Plattville might be asked to contribute funds for the structure survey.   
 
Plattville plans on having their proposed plan finalized by February or March of 2026 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Update on the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway Temperance Hall  
Mr. Asselmeier reported Temperance Hall in Norway has been approved by the Illinois National Register 
Advisory Council.  They are one (1) step closer to being on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
Discussion of Future Historic Preservation Group Meetings  
Mr. Asselmeier spoke about the location and topics for the February Historic Preservation Organization 
Meeting. Mr. Asselmeier suggested the location to be The Kendall County Historic Courthouse and the topic be 
the two hundred fiftieth (250th) anniversary of the United States.  The Commissioners were in favor of the 
suggestion.  Mr. Asselmeier will work with Natalia in the County Administration Office regarding speakers.   
 
Update on Historic Structure Survey 
Mr. Asselmeier reported there have been two (2) days of survey in Seward Township so far.  The survey is 
complete for forty (40) properties of one hundred twenty-five (125) total estimated for Seward Township.  They 
visited the farm at 16929 Ridge Road as part of this initial fieldwork.    
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Mr. Asselmeier stated he will reach out to Plattville Lutheran Church to have meetings in December or January 
and have the February Meeting at the Kendall County Historic Courthouse.  Chairman Wherli suggested having 
a meeting at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Oswego.       
 
Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County  
There were no updates on the Native American Tribes associated with Kendall County. 
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Mr. Asselmeier reported he had a meeting with the Superintendent of Silver Springs and the Superintendent 
stated that the roof was fixed, and they are working on the siding.   The contractors are working to make it safe 
for visitors.  It appears that the last time the property was occupied was in 2007.   
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Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit Applications 
Commissioners reviewed a form that Mr. Asselmeier drafted which consisted of a letter, a list of assistance 
programs that are available as of 2025, and the opportunity to landmark a property.   Mr. Asselmeier stated that, 
if the policy was approved, Staff would check the properties that were slated for demolition or remodeling 
against the list of properties identified in one (1) of the structure surveys, it would be flagged, and the 
Department would let the Commission know of the application.  Mr. Asselmeier stated this policy would need 
to be approved by the Planning, Building & Zoning Committee.   
 
Commissioners will discuss the proposal with Planning, Building & Zoning Chairman Seth Wormley.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
The next meeting will be on December 15, 2025. 
   
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 

5



6



7



8



9



10



11



 

 
KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

807 West John Street • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  

 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
January 13, 2026    Chairman Jeff Wehrli, (630) 553-4139 
       

Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Announces Historic  
Preservation Awards Application 

 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission invites applications for recognition of 
historic preservation in Kendall County.  Awards will be given for structures that have undergone 
exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or 
sympathetic additions.  Awards will also be given to a person or group that exhibits dedication to 
the field of historic preservation or for a site that possesses importance to the history of Kendall 
County, State of Illinois, or the United States.  The County Historic Preservation Commission 
reserves the right to grant multiple awards in the same category or zero awards within a category. 
 
Applications may be found on the Kendall County website at:  
https://www.kendallcountyil.gov/departments/planning-building-zoning/historic-preservation. 
Completed applications are due by March 2, 2026, at 4:00 p.m., and can be submitted by mail to the 
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission, 504 S. Main Street, Yorkville, IL  60560 or by 
email at masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov.  
 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission shall review applications at their April 
meeting and the awards will be distributed at a County Board meeting in May as part of Kendall 
County’s celebration of Historic Preservation Month.   
 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission was established to influence comprehensive 
historic preservation planning within the County and to recognize, support and protect the quality of 
life enjoyed by the residents.   The Historic Preservation Commission uses the technical standards 
issued by the Department of the Interior which produces reliable, understandable, and up-to-date 
information for decision-making related to the identification, evaluation, and protection/treatment 
of historic resources.  The Historic Preservation Commission is composed of 5 volunteers appointed 
by the County Board Chairman with the approval of the County Board and normally meets the 3rd 
Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the Kendall County Office Building on Main Street in 
Yorkville.  Our meetings are open to the public and we invite anyone interested in Kendall County 
history to attend our meetings.  More information can be found at 
https://www.kendallcountyil.gov/departments/planning-building-zoning/historic-preservation.   
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Annual Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards 
MAIL NOMINATION FORM TO:  
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
504 S. Main Street 
Yorkville, IL  60560 
EMAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 
Matt Asselmeier, 
masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov 

___________________________________________________________ 

A recognition of properties that have undergone recent exterior and/
or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive use, or 
sympathetic additions as well as for people or groups that exhibit 
dedication to the field of historic preservation or for sites that 
possess importance to the history of Kendall County, State of Illinois, 
or the United States. 

DEADLINE: March 2, 2026-4:00 pm 
Street address:  

Current property owner: ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic name and/or original owner (if known):____________________________________________________ 

Current use:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic use: ___________________________________________________________ 

Year built (if known): ___________________________________________________________ 

Year rehabilitated, renovated, restored (if known): _________________________________________________ 

Architectural style / form (if known):  ___________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination: Please provide a short description, between 50 and 500 words, explaining the project or person 
being nominated. The statement should clearly identify the purpose and scope of work, unusual challenges or innovative 
approaches, sensitive treatment of historic fabric, long-term impact and any other information that supports the 
nomination as being exceptional. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Images: Please provide a minimum of five photographs or quality digital photographs in .jpg format on a CD ROM, flash 
drive, or by email highlighting the project. Before and after pictures are encouraged.  

Submitted by:________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annual Historic Preservation Award 

Application for Award Nomination Announcement: 

Deadline for nomination:  

Date of HPC Review:  

Date of final selection: 

Award given:  

January 13 and February 13

March 2 by 4:00 pm

March and April HPC Meetings. 
HPC shall be provided with applications prior to 
the March meeting for their review 

April HPC meeting 

Second May County Board meeting

How the final selection will occur. The HPC will review the nominations at their March and April 

meetings and make a final selection at their April meeting.  The Secretary of the HPC will notify award 

recipient(s) by May 1. The Kendall County Board will bestow the award at their second May meeting,

which typically occurs the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.

Physical Description of Award: At a minimum, the recipient will receive a certificate, which will be 

bestowed at the County Board meeting. The HPC also aspires to provide award recipients with a small 
sign that they could place on their property. County staff is still researching whether the HPC has funds 
to purchase signs annually for this program.  If the County does not have funding for this, donations 
may be sought.  

Aluminum garden flags Wooden garden flags

Nomination Procedure: Each nomination must include a completed application form and a minimum 

of five photographs or quality digital photographs.  Applications will be available on the County’s 
website as well as in hard copy form at Planning, Building and Zoning Department at 807 W. John 
Street in Yorkville.
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Award categories and number of awards to be given: Nominations may be for a structure (residential 
or commercial) that has undergone exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or sympathetic additions OR for a person or group that exhibits 
dedication to the field of historic preservation OR for a site that possesses importance to the history of 
Kendall County, State of Illinois, or the United States.

The HPC reserves the right to offer one or more awards based on the quality of submitted nominations. 

The HPC also reserves the right to offer zero awards.  

Award designation may simply be: “2026 Historic Preservation Award (s),” “Person of the Year,” or
“Project of the Year.”  

Examples

 “2026 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the restoration of the home at ____

 “2026 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the adaptive reuse of the building at ____

 “2026 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the sympathetic building addition at ____

Award Review and Selection Criteria: 

Preservation/Restoration 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– Historic character and features of the property shall be retained and preserved.

– Features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property shall be retained.

– Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

– Original materials shall be retained (example: slate roof repair/replacement, removal of artificial

siding, repair/restoration of wood siding).

– Historic materials and features shall be repaired rather than replaced.

– When material is replaced, the new shall match the old in composition, design, color and

texture.

– Landscape and site features original to the site shall be preserved.

Architecturally Compatible New Addition: 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

– The new work shall be differentiated from the old but shall be compatible with the historic

materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the

property and its environment.
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HPC Commissioner Award Selection Procedure

 Meeting: Each Commissioner secretly ranks applications by number of applications. For

example, if there are 7 applications then you they are ranked 1-7 with #1 being the highest

ranking.

 Rankings are discussed.
 Recommendation made on number of awards to be bestowed followed by a recommendation

and formal vote on awardees.

 A tie may result in a second vote for one.
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Past Award Nominees 

1. Chapel on the Green (New Deck, Landscaping, Paint, Carpeting, and Wood Floor) 
2. Naperville Preservation, Inc. 
3. Dickson Building 
4. Ferndell School 
5. Kohlhammer Barn 
6. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop 
7. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 
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