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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
10104 Immanuel Road 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
5:30 p.m. 

October 20, 2025

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.   

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers, Marty Shanahan (Vice-Chair), and Jeff 
Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None  
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Director, Wanda Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant, and Fred Kreppert 

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Fred Kreppert, Church Historian, provided a history of the Church and led attendees on a tour.  Mr. Kreppert 
stated that the Immanuel Lutheran Church was founded over one hundred sixty (160) years ago by Reverend 
Rasmussen who was from Norway.  Reverend Rasmussen was searching for a congregation.  He arrived in 
Kendall County.  First (1) he went to Oswego and stayed there for one (1) year.  In 1855, Reverend Rasmussen 
came to Yorkville and started his ministry.  By 1866, the new church was completed.  The benches and organ 
were used from the old church building.  The church had a bell.  The statue of Christ now on the alter was 
purchased by the Ladies Aid Society in 1905.  Horse stalls were constructed south of the parsonage.  Each 
member had their own stall.   

Once the old church was torn down, the wood from it was used to build the schoolhouse.  It was built north of 
the new church, but far enough to the east that the view of the new church would not be obstructed.   

Throughout the 1800’s German was the only language spoken in the congregation.  Many of the new members 
had trouble with German and the congregation started speaking English more frequently.  At that time German 
was still the primary language.   

Reverend Rasmussen also founded Helmar and Plattville churches.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the agenda.   With a voice vote of 
five (5) ayes, the motion carried.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the September 15, 
2025, meeting, and September 18, 2025, gathering. With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried.   

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Re-Appointment of Marty Shanahan as Commission Vice-Chair 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the appointment.  With a voice 
vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried.   

Approval of the Re-Appointment of Kristine Heiman as Commission Secretary 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the appointment.  With a voice 
vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried.   

Recommendation on FY2025-2026 Meeting Calendar 
Member Bernacki asked if the members would like to have bi-monthly meetings.  Chairman Wehrli stated that 
if there are no pressing matters, he would be in favor of cancelling a meeting. 

Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to recommend approval of the meeting 
calendar and the group meetings.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

Approval of Historic Preservation Award Application and Press Release  
Commissioners reviewed the dates for the press release which will be on January 13, 2026, and February 13, 
2026.   

The application deadline is March 2, 2026, because February 28th is a Saturday. 

Mr. Asselmeier noted that the Department will likely move back to the Fox Street/Main Street campus in 
February 2026 so he used the address of 504 Main Street on the application form.    

Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the Award Application and Press 
Release. With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

Member Shanahan asked if there was a generic email for Historic Preservation.  Mr. Asselmeier stated there 
was an email address for PBZ, not for Historic Preservation.   

Discussion of Cemetery Relief Fund Grants; Commission Could Approve Letters of Recommendation 
Related to Applications for These Grants 
Commissioners reviewed grant information. 

Mr. Asselmeier stated that the Relief Fund Grant award ceiling is twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) per project.  
It is open to non-profit organization, cemetery authorities, and units of local government with the ability to 
clean up cemeteries that have been abandoned, neglected, or are otherwise in need of additional care. 

OLD BUSINESS  
Update on the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway Temperance Hall  
Commissioners read an email stating that their will be a presentation on the application in Springfield on 
October 24, 2025.   

Discussion of Future Historic Preservation Group Meetings  
Commissioners reviewed a list of long-time restaurants.   

(Member Bernacki left the meeting at 6:45 p.m.) 
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Mr. Asselmeier stated that if there are no historic places available for the meeting, we can ask one of the 
libraries if we can hold an Historic Preservation Meeting.   

Update on Certified Local Government Grant and Historic Structure Survey 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that Ken Itle will send an email this week scheduling a survey field work.  

Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Commissioners discussed having meetings at other historic locations.  Mr. Kreppert suggested meetings at 
Helmar Lutheran Church or Plattville Lutheran Church.  Mr. Asselmeier stated he will look into having a 
meeting at Plattville Lutheran Church. 

Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County  
Commissioners discussed Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County.  Currently there are no 
updates.  

Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Commissioners reviewed emails regarding the status of the roof and a possible timeline for touring the 
structure.  The roof replacement is not complete.   

Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit Applications 
Chairman Wehrli suggested creating a form providing information to the owner about the possible historic 
significance of a structure if someone is planning on demolishing it.  Mr. Asselmeier stated he would create a 
form.   

CORRESPONDENCE 
September 25, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding the Edith Farnsworth House Fall 
2025 Newsletter  
Commissioners reviewed the email.   

September 25, 2025, Email from Chapel on the Green Regarding the October 24, 2025, Underground 
Railroad Dedication Ceremony  
Commissioners reviewed the email.  Mr. Asselmeier asked if anyone will attend the ceremony.  Chairman 
Wehrli stated he was asked to speak at the Underground Railroad Dedication Ceremony.   

September 29, 2025, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding an October 23, 2025, 
Webinar on Evaluating Chloride Contamination in Reinforced Concrete Structures  
Commissioners reviewed the email.   

October 10, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Their Fall Festival 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the Gaylord House has applied for an amendment to a special use permit for a 
banquet facility they had since 2014.  This will include a barn on the south side of the property.  The new 
owners will build a parking lot and upgrade the septic system.  They will change hours of operation and cap the 
number of events at sixty (60).  They will accept the counties’ noise regulations.  A storm water detention pond 
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will be added and related landscaping installed.  The new owners would like to build a new building eight feet 
(8’) higher than was allowed by the ordinance.   A variance has been requested by the new owners.   

Mr. Asselmeier reported that Plattville is having an open house for their Comprehensive Plan on November 8, 
2025.  There is a recommendation for some type of ordinance for preserving historic structures inside Plattville 
in Plattville’s draft Plan.     

ADJOURNMENT:  
The next meeting will be on November 17, 2025. 

Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:57 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 

Enc. 
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